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2009 eASIA Awards Announcement

The 2009 eASIA Awards, administrated by Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (AFACT) will be announced at eASIA Night in conjunction with AFACT Plenary and EDICOM 2009 at New Delhi, India.

The purpose of the awards is to recognize the significance and great effort made within AFACT community and to encourage experience sharing.

To be qualified as a contestant, entries must be nominated by Head of Delegates of AFACT member countries/economies.

Awards Category

· Trade Facilitation

· Electronic Business in the Public Sector
· Electronic Business in the Private Sector

· Bridging Digital Divide

· Special Honorary

Eligibility

The contest is open to any company/organization nominated by Head of Delegate of AFACT member countries/economies.

Criteria

Trade Facilitation

The award will be focused on projects that: 1) improve the balance among governmental legislation, 2) enhance international trade and eBusiness, 3) increase information visibility, by evaluating the concrete effects on trade regulatory and facilitating agencies control and security, tax-related efficiency, trade promotion, and business efficiency, 4) a leading model in terms of simplification in trade procedures, single entry point, 5) innovative application of UN/CEFACT standards and recommendations, promoted service performance, and 6) successfully bilateral or multi-lateral international cooperation.
Electronic Business in the Public Sector

The public sector category refers to the distinguished government related projects using Internet technology and standards to drive eGovernment, eIndustry and eBusiness programs significantly to enhance internal and/or external eBusiness alliance as well as eCommerce efficiency. Projects as a leading model which generates excellent outcomes and benefits in term of awareness raised, a mechanism of collaboration and connection over internet across organisation, supply chain and industry, as well as significant increase in the overall productivity or competitiveness.
Electronic Business in the Private Sector

The private sector category is for the projects being executed among private institutions to enhance internal and/or external eBusiness alliance as well as

eCommerce efficiency. Projects as a leading model which generates excellent outcomes and benefits in terms of a mechanism of collaboration and connection over internet within organisation, across supply chain, as well as significant increase in the productivity or competitiveness.
Bridging Digital Divide

The category will be focused on projects that ensure the equal opportunity of people in technology usage, such as: 1) broaden access of computers, the Internet, and high-speed networks, 2) provide people the skilled teachers and the training they need to master the information economy, and 3) promote online content and applications that will help empowering all people to use new technologies to their fullest potential.
Special Honorary

The category will be honoring the person, group, organization or governmental unit with significant contribution, which improves the development of trade facilitation, eBusiness, international collaboration, and resultant in credit to AFACT community. 
General Rules/Information
1. Entries must be enrolled as projects instead of individuals or organisations.

2. The project must be a new venture and initiated between 1 March 2006 and 1 March 2009, which had not received eASIA Award before.

3. Each HoD from AFACT member country/economy can nominate maximum two projects for each of the first 4 categories of the awards.

4. All entries are requested to provide the electronic files as a set of recommendation, application form, and project profile. Files must be submitted in PDF format.
5. All entries presented in electronic files should be e-mailed to easia.award2009@nic.in, or mailed in the form of CD-ROM to the following by July 15, 2009 :
“2009 eASIA Awards, Secretariat”, 

Room No. 264, 
Department of Commerce, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Udyog Bhawan, 
Rafi Marg, 
New Delhi 110011
India  
6. The entries will then be reviewed by the 2009 eASIA Awards Secretariat initially for basic criterion.

7. The Evaluation Committee members will evaluate and select 12 contestants (3 projects each for the first 4 categories) and one contestant for the special honorary (if any) as the semi-finalists by September 15, 2009.

8. The Evaluation Committee will be consisting of members from AFACT Steering Committee and representative from UN/CEFACT, UN/ESCAP and other international institutions. The decisions made by the committee will be final. In case any member of the evaluation committee fails to turn up, 2009 eASIA Awards Secretariat will substitute him/her with an eminent local expert.
9. Final Evaluation will take place on Nov 5, 2009, where eight winners, two from each Category and one for special Honorary Category, if any, will be selected and awarded the trophy in an open-to-public award ceremony. However, incase there is no adequate participation in any category the evaluation committee may consider to award only one or nil award in that category. 
10. The project leaders and/or representative of semi-finalists are requested to make the presentations in person before the Final Evaluation panel on Nov. 5 2009. The project leader will also present the project during EDICOM 2009 through a stall provided by the host for the purpose on 5-6 Nov 2009.
11. 2009 eASIA Awards Secretariat will be sponsoring one person from each semi-final project the round trip airfare (most cost effective direct route in economy class) and hotel accommodation for three nights.
12. 2009 eASIA Awards Secretariat will only be sponsoring the evaluators invited from UN/CEFACT and UNESCAP the round trip airfare (most cost effective direct route in economy class) and hotel accommodation.
13. For any queries please contact to easia.award2009@nic.in . 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business

4

